
Save Elings Park South

Concerned Citizens’ Issues Regarding
Elings Park South Development Plan
Contact:  SaveElingsParkSouth@gmail.com

Visit our Website:              www.SaveElingsParkSouth.org
Sign our Online Petition:  http://www.ipetitions.com/petition/SaveElingsParkSouth/

Summary of the Elings Park Foundation development plan for Elings Park South:

-A 55,000 sq. ft. BMX track w/ starting gates covering 1.57 acres of currently natural land
-Four 8’ tall spectator bleachers, amplified PA system, and lights for night racing events
-1,350 sq. ft. Park office building (16’ tall)
-Individual picnic areas
-Frisbee golf course area
-A request to re-zone the land from “Undeveloped Parkland” to “Regional Park”
-A request to extinguish a SB County “Covenant Restricting Use” which limits park uses to
 “passive recreation” and prohibits “alteration of the natural land”

Summary of our position on these development plans:

1) BMX track, Park Office Building, and expanded Parking Areas !- WE ARE OPPOSED TO
ANY NEW MAJOR CONSTRUCTION ON ELINGS PARK SOUTH

a. It is in violation of the County of SB “Covenant Restricting Use” which the park
foundation agreed to in 1999

 i. The community and the Coastal Resource Enhancement Fund (CREF) came together
in 1999 to save this part of the park from any form of development for 30 years.

 ii. Now the Elings Park Foundation, with whom we entrusted the protection of this land,
are the ones who are proposing new construction on it!

 iii. The Foundation has every intention of pressuring the County Board of Supervisors to
extinguish this “Covenant Restricting Use” in order to achieve their development

plans.  Note: There is a recorded Memorandum of Understanding between Elings Park Foundation

and the City of SB which confirms this.

b. It is in violation of the current zoning of Undeveloped Parkland which the park accepted
as part of the land’s annexation to the City of Santa Barbara

 i. The current zoning of Undeveloped Parkland allows for 2 uses:
1. Trails and Parking Area (unpaved)

 ii. Elings Park Foundation is requesting a zoning change to Regional Park which allows
for 23 uses including:

1. Carousels & similar amusements, concessions, buildings, meeting rooms,
lighted formal ball fields, swimming pool complex, etc.

2. See the City Municipal Code, Section 28.37 for a complete listing of the Park
& Recreation zoning options

c. Light pollution will be caused by proposed nighttime operations of BMX track
 i. Impact on ability to see stars in the night sky will be impaired, as exemplified with

the current light pollution problem caused by the softball fields during nighttime
operations on Elings Park North

 ii. We want to continue to enjoy the beauty of the last place in the City where you can
see the stars with no light pollution

 iii. Park offices and parking facilities will have night security lights which will further
add to the light pollution

d. Noise pollution will caused by the proposed amplified PA system at BMX track
 i. We do not want to hear amplified announcers in our neighborhood.! Neighbors in the

Allen Road area have voiced major disruption from the amplified PA system from
the current location of the BMX track at Elings North.



2) Traffic - !We are opposed to increasing traffic on Cliff Drive due to the increased use of Elings
Park South

a. Safety issue on entering and exiting to/from Cliff drive
b. We are concerned about traffic safety and the increased use of Cliff Drive by the

proposed development

3) Wildlife Impact – We are opposed to reducing habitat for native species such as: Burrowing
Owls, Red-Tailed Hawks, Turkey Vultures, Songbirds, Foxes, Coyotes, Raccoons, Rabbits,
Skunks, Reptiles, Riparian biology

a. The Elings Park South property hosts all these species and more – it is the last natural area
left under the protection of the City of Santa Barbara

4) Future Developments – We are opposed to any future developments on Elings Park South to
which the approval of this plan may “pave the way”.  The rezoning effort will make it much
easier to pass development plans in the future.

a. We are concerned that the current proposed development is just a stepping stone to more
development on the unspoiled natural beauty of Elings Park South

b. Most citizens who contributed funds during the Save Las Positas Park drive held the belief
that it was going to be preserved as Undeveloped Parkland (the current zoning designation)

 i. Our belief is similar to those held by supporters of the Save the Wilcox Property (now
Douglas Family Preserve), which is currently under no threat of development. I am
sure that many citizens would be outraged at any development projects occurring on
the Douglas Family Preserve.

c. Regional Park zoning allows for 23 uses including:
 i. Carousels & similar amusements, swimming pools, lighted ball fields, buildings,

meeting rooms, child care centers.

5) Individual Picnic Areas – We are in support of the construction of individual picnic areas
a. The general consensus is that Individual Picnic Areas offer a nice place for families to enjoy

the natural surroundings of Elings Park South
b. We are in favor of Individual Picnic Areas, with NO outdoor lighting

6) Frisbee Golf Course – We are in support of the construction of a Frisbee golf course
a. The general consensus is that the Frisbee Golf Course is an excellent use of the natural land

of Elings Park South
b. We are in favor of a Frisbee Golf Course, with NO outdoor lighting
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